NEATE’s Community of Virtual Learning
Fall 2022- Spring 2023
Literacy as Agency: Empowering teachers and students
through reading, writing, and voice
Friday, October 21, 2022
8:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
#1 - “Centering Students and Teachers through Feedback: Agency, Reading and Readers”
Teachers and students are often constrained by a narrow definition of literacy and reading
growth. Thinking about what reading growth encompasses involves measuring the
immeasurable. We propose a broader, humanized definition of reading growth that creates
space for both teachers and students to act agentively. To do this, we connect our definition of
reading identity, the role of feedback and the methods for nurturing agentive readers. We
distinguish between giving feedback about readers and giving feedback about reading, both of
which lead to student growth. We offer tools that allow teachers to rely on professional
expertise to provide skillful feedback.
Presented by Dr. Jennifer Scoggin and Hannah Schneewind
Dr. Jennifer Scoggin has been a teacher, author, speaker and literacy consultant. Jennifer’s
interest in the evolving identities of students and teachers informs her work. Jen is the co-creator
of Trusting Readers, a group dedicated to designing literacy opportunities that invite all students
to thrive as readers and writers.
Hannah Schneewind has been a teacher, curriculum writer, keynote speaker, adjunct professor and
national literacy consultant. She is interested in reading identity, and her belief that all students
are readers and writers drives her work. With Jennifer Scoggin, Hannah is the co-author of
Trusting Readers: Powerful Practices for Independent Reading.
#2 - “Donald Murray, Revisited”
The writing pedagogy espoused by Donald Murray has been influential on innumerable writers.
His emphasis on writing as a tool for learning helped pave the way for interdisciplinary literacy,
and his theories deserve to be in the spotlight once again for a new generation of teachers to
appreciate.
Presented by Dr. Mark Fabrizi
Dr. Mark Fabrizi is an Associate Professor of Secondary Education at Eastern CT State University.
He is a disciple of Murray's writing pedagogy and has written numerous articles and book
chapters on pedagogical applications of fantasy, horror, and sports literature. He is editor of "The
Leaflet" and has been teaching for more than 25 years.

#3 - “Studying Social Class in Working-class YA Literature”
Though astute teachers know to recognize the impact of social class on our students’ lives,
many of us have not had the experience of learning how to explicitly teach about social class in
a meaningful way in ELA. This workshop will model for middle and high school teachers, and for
teacher educators, how they could introduce key concepts around social class (e.g., class injury,
cultural capital); shape class-based learning objectives; guide student writing about social class;
and analyze key scenes in texts (e.g., Piecing Me Together).
Presented by Sophia Tatiana Sarigianides
Sophia Tatiana Sarigianides is Professor & Coordinator of English Education at Westfield State
University where she teaches courses on young adult literature, methods, antiracist literature
instruction, and social class in ELA. She has presented at NEATE, NCTE, and CEE, and is the
co-author of Letting Go of Literary Whiteness.

Friday, October 21, 2022
9:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Welcome to NEATE!
Brenda LeBlanc-Jaster, President

Keynote speaker
Dr. Kimberly N. Parker
Author of Literacy is Liberation: Working Toward Justice Through Culturally Relevant Teaching

Friday, October 21, 2022
11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
#1 - “Building a Professional Learning Community to
Engage with Equity Literacy in the classroom”
From the “book room problem” to “the banned books problem”. Working in community to provide
access to and reading criticality to students in our individual classrooms (and for the greater
good).
Presented by Brenda LeBlanc Jaster, Dr. Laura Jimenez, Emily Richardii, Elizabeth Harvey,
Christine Pitino, Stephanie Motta, Taryn Brosnyn, Amanda Mirabella, Jess Bien
Brenda is currently a special education teacher at Somerville High School in Somerville, MA. She
believes that literacy and literature are gateways to develop students’ curiosity and criticality as
they find their voices in the world. Brenda also fosters a community of learners who are

celebrated for their successes. Brenda’s key philosophies in her teaching center Universal Design,
Anti-Racist teaching, and inquiry.
In addition to teaching, Brenda is the President of the New England Association for Teachers of
English-an NCTE affiliate, a member of the Facing History and Ourselves English Language Arts
Advisory Board, and a member of Somerville High School’s Equity Team and Instructional
Leadership team, as well as a teacher mentor. You can follow Brenda on Twitter
@HSTeacherLBlnc
Dr. Laura M. Jiménez has always been intrigued by the ways elements such as purpose, person,
text, and context, of any given reading event interact to influence reading comprehension and
meaning making in the classroom. Studying both literature and literacy with a social justice lens
means she focuses on the ways teachers think about and understand not only the systems of
inequity and privilege at play in education, but their own roles within those systems, as well as the
texts and the ways those texts are used in the classroom.

#2 - “It Takes Time! Using Workshop to Foster Student Agency”
Time is never on our side. That’s why what we do with the time we have really counts! This
session will showcase how to use literacy time to foster both teacher and student agency.
Together, we’ll explore tips, tools, templates and resources for bolstering student voice and
choice in order to create responsive instructional plans that meet students’ individual and
collective needs and wants during whole group, small group and one-on-one learning.
Presented by Julie Wright
Julie Wright is a traveling teacher, instructional coach, educational consultant, author, and a short
texts-of-all- types enthusiast. Whether working alongside students, teachers, or administrators,
Julie believes in bringing out the best in the work by using asset-based approaches. As an
educator for over 25 years, Julie has worked in rural, urban and suburban settings. Julie is the
co-author of What Are You Grouping For?, Grades 3-8: How to Guide Small Groups Based on
Readers -- Not the Book and author of What’s Our Response? Creating Systems and Structures to
Support ALL Learners and Side-by-Side Instructional Coaching: 10 Asset-Based Habits that Spark
Collaboration, Risk-Taking, and Growth. In her free time, Julie enjoys hiking with her family,
tinkering in her garden, and is a wanna-be beekeeper.

#3 - “Unlearning Prescriptivism: Linguistics, Grammar, and
Media Literacy in Antiracist / Antibias Teaching”
"Uh-oh, I'd better watch my grammar around you!" ELA teachers hear statements like this often.
But the idea that there’s a “correct” way to use language disempowers students and props up
systemic oppression. What if students learned to be linguistic descriptivists instead of
prescriptivists--to analyze all language varieties as equally complex and valid? How do English
teachers unlearn and unteach the damaging ideology of prescriptivism? This workshop will offer
a hands-on approach to helping students identify and deconstruct linguistic prescriptivism.
Participants will leave with background knowledge, activities, assessments, units, and further
reading to integrate a descriptivist approach into English teaching.
Presented by Amy Plackowski and Elizabeth Albota
Amy Plackowski has taught ELA for 18 years. Her work on teaching high school linguistics has
been published by Routledge, Duke University Press, and Oxford University Press. She has
presented at NCTE, the International Conference on Linguistic Communication, and the Linguistic
Society of America, for which she chairs the Linguistics in the School Curriculum Committee.
Twitter: @linguistihawk
Elizabeth Albota has taught ELA for 20 years. She routinely serves in leadership roles on the
school/district level (e.g., The Instructional Leadership Team, various committees to establish
resources for students, the COVID response team, etc.). She is also on the school committee in
the town where she lives.

Friday, October 21, 2022
12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Lunch with NEATE board members

Friday, October 21, 2022
1:15 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
#1 - “Building Bridges of Love and Connections Through Popular Culture”
Integrating students' out-of-school popular culture knowledge into reading, writing and other
content areas honors students' schema, and bridging out-of-school and in-school literacies
often invites critical classroom discussions about social justice. We'll share research, stories
and strategies for popular culture integration.
Presented by Mindy Butler and Nadine Bravo
Mindy Butler, an assistant professor in the Department of Literacy, Language, and Culture at the
University of Southern Maine, teaches courses in Literacy Education and TESOL. Mindy’s research
interests include teachers' perceptions of popular culture, text censorship, and literacy clinic
practices.
Nadine Bravo is a graduate student at the University of Southern Maine studying World
Languages, Teacher Education, and TESOL. Nadine's research interests include indigenous
generational trauma and recently presented at the 2022 TESOL Conference and the AAAL 2022
Conference.

#2 - “We Can Do Hard Things: Providing More Windows and Better Mirrors”
As educators, we have a formidable, yet attainable calling. Those committed to an antiracist,
pro-human path must recognize that racialization has harmed White students and Students of
Color by providing inaccurate messages about their identities, history, and understanding of the
damage the social construct of race inflicts on society. This session will offer an approach to
literacy instruction that builds on the concept of windows and mirrors and will help participants
create and sustain learning experiences that support students to work together in solidarity with
one another as they reimagine and co-construct the learning communities that all students
deserve.
Presented by Afrika Afeni Mills
Afrika Afeni Mills is an Education Consultant and author of Open Windows, Open Minds:
Developing Antiracist, Pro-Human Students. She has been featured on podcasts, blogs, and at
conferences across the U.S. Afrika believes in creating and sustaining student-centered, antibias,
antiracist, culturally responsive learning communities that nurture curiosity and belonging.

#3 - “Literacy Tools & Strategies to Strengthen Social Emotional Learning (SEL)”
Social emotional learning (SEL) is an integral part of education and human development.
Utilizing digital resources with purposeful literacy lessons provides opportunities for teachers
and students to develop self-awareness, support mindfulness, cope with anxiety and stress, and
encourage responsible decision making. Learn how to incorporate SEL in daily and weekly
lesson plans in creative ways.
Presented by Michele L. Haiken
Michele L. Haiken, Ed.D. is an educator, author, and blogger. She has been teaching for more than
twenty years as a middle school English teacher and an adjunct professor in New York. Michele is
the author of Podcasting for Students: Tips and Tools to Drive Creative Expression (ISTE, 2020),
New Realms for Writing (ISTE, 2019), co-author of Personalized Reading (ISTE, 2018), and editor
of Gamify Literacy (ISTE, 2017). Michele is passionate about empowering 21st Century learners,
educational technology and literacy so everyone can reach excellence. You can read more on her
weekly blog theteachingfactor.com and connect on Instagram @teaching_factor and Twitter
@teachingfactor.

Friday, October 21, 2022
2:45 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Shawn Peters
Author of The Unforgettable Logan Foster

Pre-recorded workshops
“Letters About Literature: Reading and Writing About Books that Matter”
Letters About Literature (LAL) invites students in Grades 4 through 12 to write letters to authors
(of contemporary or classic texts) explaining why the title in question made a difference to the
student. Rather than asking students "how" a book communicates, LAL wants students to
explain "why" a book communicated a home truth, why the book made an impact. As students
write to a specific person, the author, they develop effective strategies for reaching that
audience and also assess their stake in the book, story, poem, thereby articulating for
themselves the importance of reading in their lives. LAL thus helps to lay the foundations for
lifelong literacy.
Presented by Sharon Shaloo
Sharon Shaloo, Executive Director of Massachusetts Center for the Book (MCB), which
administers Letters About Literature in Massachusetts, has a background in teaching and

publishing. She has taught in the English departments of Rutgers University, New Brunswick;
Indiana University, Bloomington; University of Massachusetts, Lowell; and Wheaton College,
Norton. A former literary agent and writers conference director, Sharon values the reader-writer
connection and sees in LAL not only a way to connect readers and writers but also understands
the initiative as an important bridge from personal to expository writing. Read more about MCB at
massbook.org.

“Get Started with Student Driven Hyperdocs for Personalized Learning”
Hyperdocs and playlists are Google docs/slides/drawings filled with hyperlinks to a variety of
structured learning opportunities. HyperDocs and playlists can be a useful tool for active,
personalized learning when planning longer learning opportunities that span a series of days.
Hyperdocs and playlists promote a self-paced structure that enables students to take charge
and choose different activities that align with the learning objective of the Hyperdoc or playlist.
Learn about hyperdocs, playlists, and choice boards and the capabilities these blended learning
teaching strategies have to offer to empower and engage students in content area learning.
Presented by Michele L. Haiken
Michele L. Haiken, Ed.D. is an educator, author, and blogger. She has been teaching for more than
twenty years as a middle school English teacher and an adjunct professor in New York. Michele is
the author of Podcasting for Students: Tips and Tools to Drive Creative Expression (ISTE, 2020),
New Realms for Writing (ISTE, 2019), co-author of Personalized Reading (ISTE, 2018), and editor
of Gamify Literacy (ISTE, 2017). Michele is passionate about empowering 21st Century learners,
educational technology and literacy so everyone can reach excellence. You can read more on her
weekly blog theteachingfactor.com and connect on Instagram @teaching_factor and Twitter
@teachingfactor.

Tuesday night workshops
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 15, 2022
“Using Podcasting to Amplify Student Voices in Research Writing”
Research writing can be one of the hardest types of writing in which to integrate student voice
authentically; students often struggle to see where their voices fit in the information and other
voices their research synthesizes, but students need to feel ownership and authority over their
research writing. This workshop explores how we can empower student writers and researchers
by composing podcasts, a genre in a mode that inherently encourages play and personal style.
This workshop will examine a classroom-ready podcast research assignment with specific

scaffolding and rubrics to support more vibrant, engaged, and passionate student research
writing!
Presented by Danah Hashem and Anne Mooney
Danah Hashem is a teacher and scholar in the field of rhetoric and composition; her specialties
include student-centric writing pedagogy, multimodal and digital composition, and audio or sonic
rhetoric. You can read more about her philosophies, publications, and work at her website at
Dhashem.com.
Anne Mooney teaches 9th, 10th, and 12th grade English at Malden High School. Her academic
interests of digital literacies, multimodality, and trauma theory have inspired her classroom and
scholarship. Her published work centers around multimodal reading and writing with an emphasis
on the benefits sound brings to the ELA classroom.

Tuesday, December 13, 2022
“They Say, We Listen: The Critical Need for Student Voice in the High School English
Classroom”
In a time when giving proper space and respect to hearing what others have to say is critical,
“They Say, We Listen: The Critical Need for Student Voice in the High School English Classroom”
explores the ways in which student negotiated meaning of literature encourages the
development and articulation of student voice. This workshop, designed to inspire, engage and
value student voice in the classroom, shares scaffolded strategies and activities that empower
student agency within the classroom, school, local and larger communities of which students
are a part.
Presented by Kelly Kenny
Kelly Kenny is a n English teacher at Mansfield High School (Mansfield, MA) (2004- present);
graduate of Stonehill College (B.A.) and UMASS Boston (M.A.); currently enrolled in “Master of
Education in Global Perspectives: Teaching, Curriculum and Learning Environments” program at
Boston College. Co-advisor of Best Buddies and ADL’s A World of Difference chapters.

Tuesday, January 17, 2023
“Akwaeke's Emezi's Pet: Visionary Fiction as a Portal to Imagining Better Worlds”
How can stories be used to reimagine the world we live in? Visionary Fiction helps us make
sense of the world around us and envision different futures. “Visionary fiction is fundamentally
concerned with how we reshape this world: It’s an all-encompassing term for any fantastical
art… that might aid in creating social change…” (Professor Walida Imarisha) Through the novel
Pet, by Akwaeke Emezi, students encounter a visionary world. With an exploration of the themes

and craft techniques in the book, students develop techniques and themes for their own
visionary stories.
Presented by Carly Bennett
Carly Bennett is a secondary ELA teacher, poet, and coach, who has been working to focus equity
literacy in her classroom through professional development with, among others, the Equity
Literacy Institute, Disrupt Texts, and Courageous Conversations. She previously taught middle
school humanities and currently teaches at South Burlington High School.

Tuesday, March 14, 2023
“Using Youth-led Book Clubs to Develop Literacies, Enhance Agency, and Center Emotional and
Identity-based Engagements”
This presentation will help teachers to create and maintain in- and out-of-classroom book clubs
for young adults and adolescents in order to develop their literacies, enhance their sense of
agency, and center emotional and identity-based engagements. Jody will discuss 20 years of
her own practices and research in facilitating student-led book clubs that use both humanizing
and culturally sustaining pedagogies. Specific culturally relevant texts will be discussed along
with tools for starting book clubs and strategies for maintaining them over time; special
emphasis will be placed on students with special needs and bi- and multilingual learners.
Presented by Jody Polleck
Jody Polleck is an associate professor in literacy at Hunter College and a NYC literacy coach. She
has been teaching since 1998 within urban contexts across the disciplines. She has published in
over 25 journals and recently finished her first book, Facilitating Youth-led Book Clubs as
Transformative and Inclusive Spaces.

Tuesday, May 16, 2023
Celebration of teachers:Marion Gleason Award
Anne West Garland Award

