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The Bio: This is my 12th year, and I've had
the pleasure of working in international,
boarding, and public schools, teaching
both history and English. I'm entering my
fourth year teaching English, grades 9-12,
at Ridgefield High School in Ridgefield,
Connecticut. Every school has been
different, but the common thread has been
the opportunity to spend my days reading,

writing, and thinking alongside students.

A Favorite Book: Years ago, | had the
opportunity to teach Orlando by Virginia
Woolf, and it remains one of my favorite

books to teach. The way Woolf plays with
time and characterization through a faux
biography (and the book’s scandalous
backstory!) is so compelling. | also really
enjoy teaching Michael Kohlhaas by
Heinrich von Kleist, which raises enduring
questions about power, responsibility, and
the point at which the pursuit of justice
becomes revenge. The most contemporary
book I've taught is How Beautiful We Were
by Imbolo Mbue. It's a powerful testament
to family at the intersection of tradition and
modernity, and prompts many thoughtful
discussions with students.

Something Personal: My daughter is a
horseback rider, so | spend a lot of time at
practices and horse usually
equipped with a folding chair and a book. |
also practice yoga and meditation, enjoy
the occasional baking project—although
sourdough, given that it's alive, still seems

shows,

a little too daunting—and I'm back in
graduate school again for fun.

An Influence: My professor at Harvard Dr.
Howard Gardner, and my grade 12 English
teacher Mr. Frank Cole were both hugely
influential. The first for his brilliance and
humility, and the second for his thoughtful
approach grading
management. Years later, | still find myself
thinking about things they said and did in
their classrooms, which is the highest
compliment | can give a teacher.

to and classroom

A Strategy: | believe in competency-based
mastery learning, so students have the
opportunity to revise and resubmit most
assessments without penalty or grade
averaging. This shifts the focus from grades
and points, to learning, reflection, and
growth. Students take some time to adapt
to the approach, but they eventually come
around to loving it. And | no longer get
questions like, “How many points can | get
for this?” Instead, we spend our time
talking about how their thinking and
writing have become more effective.



