NEATE’s Community of Virtual Learning
Fall 2022- Spring 2023
Literacy as Agency: Empowering Teachers and Students
through Reading, Writing, and Voice
Tuesday Night Workshops
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 15, 2022
“Using Podcasting to Amplify Student Voices in Research Writing”
Research writing can be one of the hardest types of writing in which to integrate student voice
authentically; students often struggle to see where their voices fit in the information and other
voices their research synthesizes, but students need to feel ownership and authority over their
research writing. This workshop explores how we can empower student writers and researchers
by composing podcasts, a genre in a mode that inherently encourages play and personal style.
This workshop will examine a classroom-ready podcast research assignment with specific
scaffolding and rubrics to support more vibrant, engaged, and passionate student research
writing!
Presented by Danah Hashem and Anne Mooney
Danah Hashem is a teacher and scholar in the field of rhetoric and composition; her specialties
include student-centric writing pedagogy, multimodal and digital composition, and audio or sonic
rhetoric. You can read more about her philosophies, publications, and work at her website at
Dhashem.com.
Anne Mooney teaches 9th, 10th, and 12th grade English at Malden High School. Her academic
interests of digital literacies, multimodality, and trauma theory have inspired her classroom and
scholarship. Her published work centers around multimodal reading and writing with an emphasis
on the benefits sound brings to the ELA classroom.

Tuesday, December 13, 2022
“They Say, We Listen: The Critical Need for Student Voice in the High School English
Classroom”
In a time when giving proper space and respect to hearing what others have to say is critical,
“They Say, We Listen: The Critical Need for Student Voice in the High School English Classroom”
explores the ways in which student negotiated meaning of literature encourages the
development and articulation of student voice. This workshop, designed to inspire, engage and
value student voice in the classroom, shares scaffolded strategies and activities that empower
student agency within the classroom, school, local and larger communities of which students
are a part.

Presented by Kelly Kenny
Kelly Kenny is a n English teacher at Mansfield High School (Mansfield, MA) (2004- present);
graduate of Stonehill College (B.A.) and UMASS Boston (M.A.); currently enrolled in “Master of
Education in Global Perspectives: Teaching, Curriculum and Learning Environments” program at
Boston College. Co-advisor of Best Buddies and ADL’s A World of Difference chapters.

Tuesday, January 17, 2023
“Akwaeke's Emezi's Pet: Visionary Fiction as a Portal to Imagining Better Worlds”
How can stories be used to reimagine the world we live in? Visionary Fiction helps us make
sense of the world around us and envision different futures. “Visionary fiction is fundamentally
concerned with how we reshape this world: It’s an all-encompassing term for any fantastical
art… that might aid in creating social change…” (Professor Walida Imarisha) Through the novel
Pet, by Akwaeke Emezi, students encounter a visionary world. With an exploration of the themes
and craft techniques in the book, students develop techniques and themes for their own
visionary stories.
Presented by Carly Bennett
Carly Bennett is a secondary ELA teacher, poet, and coach, who has been working to focus equity
literacy in her classroom through professional development with, among others, the Equity
Literacy Institute, Disrupt Texts, and Courageous Conversations. She previously taught middle
school humanities and currently teaches at South Burlington High School.

Tuesday, March 14, 2023
“Using Youth-led Book Clubs to Develop Literacies, Enhance Agency, and Center Emotional and
Identity-based Engagements”
This presentation will help teachers to create and maintain in- and out-of-classroom book clubs
for young adults and adolescents in order to develop their literacies, enhance their sense of
agency, and center emotional and identity-based engagements. Jody will discuss 20 years of
her own practices and research in facilitating student-led book clubs that use both humanizing
and culturally sustaining pedagogies. Specific culturally relevant texts will be discussed along
with tools for starting book clubs and strategies for maintaining them over time; special
emphasis will be placed on students with special needs and bi- and multilingual learners.
Presented by Jody Polleck
Jody Polleck is an associate professor in literacy at Hunter College and a NYC literacy coach. She
has been teaching since 1998 within urban contexts across the disciplines. She has published in
over 25 journals and recently finished her first book, Facilitating Youth-led Book Clubs as
Transformative and Inclusive Spaces.

Tuesday, May 16, 2023

Celebration of teachers
Marion Gleason Award
Ann Garland West Award

