












10:45-12:15 Saturday Late Morning Sessions (continued)

A Journey into the Transcendentalists’ New England (MS/HS) Hollis
Todd Felton 
Using hisbook as a template, This workshop will focus on how the Transcendentalists of New England interacted with their landscape 
to help create the American Renaissance.   It will include some strategies for visiting these venues and discussing the literature.  The 
workshop will cover Emerson, Thoreau, and Hawthorne as well as Elizabeth Peabody, Margaret Fuller, and Bronson Alcott.

Todd Felton taught 11th & 12th grade English at Wilbraham & Monson Academy for nine years and served as department chair for five years.  He also founded one of 
the first student-staffed writing centers in Western Massachusetts, helped create and teach a progressive writing-intensive curriculum including a ground-breaking writing 
seminar and a research & writing course.  He presented on these accomplishments three years ago at the NEATE fall conference.

Round Table Mini Presentations:  Choose 3 of the 4 tables to visit during this session. Northwood
(1) “The craft so long to lerne!”  Time for the Fine Arts of Reading and Writing is Well Spent 
in the Vocational Technical Schools (HS/UNIV)
Maureen R. Maguire
Secondary school students who opt for the vocational technical school do not expect to spend their high school years as full-time ap-
prentices to a craft or profession.  Thanks to careful curriculum planning on a state-wide scale, these students can expect to receive a high 
level of English language instruction in small-group settings.  Interviews with English teachers in several vocational technical schools 
will give an overview of their challenges and triumphs.

After fifteen years of teaching secondary school English and ESL in Brooklyn, New York, Maureen Maguire went on to become a curriculum developer and events 
planner for the New York City Public Schools.  She earned her doctorate in English at NYU and is now Assistant Professor of English at Western Connecticut State 
University in Danbury, Conn.  Her primary responsibility at the University is the preparation of secondary school English teachers.  Dr. Maguire was editor of The Leaflet 
for five years.

(2) Using CATs (Classroom Assessment Techniques) for Immediate Feedback (ALL)
Nora Bicki 
The primary purpose of assessment is to improve teaching and learning.  Standardized tests are cumulative in nature, so how can you 
tell if your students are learning the material along the way?  Classroom Assessment Techniques are informal measures that can offer 
immediate results. They can be done quickly and can be adapted for all types of classes and subject matter.  This mini-presentation will 
explain the concept and advantages of using CATs as well as provide a variety of techniques that teachers can use when they return to 
the classroom.

Nora Bicki is a professor of English at Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Buzzards Bay, MA.  She is also the Newsletter Editor for NEATE.

Give your colleagues the recognition they deserve.  Nominate him or her for the Marion Gleason Most Promising New 
Teacher Award or the Excellence in Teaching Award.  See nomination forms in your folder.  Or go to www.neate.org.
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10:45-12:15 Saturday Late Morning Sessions (continued)

Round Table Mini Presentations (continued): Northwood
(3) How to Survive the Hiring Process (ALL)
Debbie Wolflein
Have an experienced administrator answer your questions from finding a good match, to completing the application paperwork that will 
win you an interview, to succeeding through the interview process.  Whether you are a new teacher just starting out or a veteran teacher 
looking for a change, receive advice that will help you get the job offer you desire.

Debbie Woelflein is Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum in Merrimack, NH. She has over 30 years of teaching experience and was honored to have been named NH 
Teacher of the Year in 1996.  

(4) But...What About the Test? Taking the Plunge Into Alternate Assessments. (MS/HS)
Cathy Nicastro
The pen and paper test is not the only way to assess what your students know. Come join the discussion about ways to design creative 
and challenging assessments that allow for student choice while still holding students accountable.

Cathy Nicastro teaches English at Wachusett Regional High School in Holden, MA. In addition to sophomore survey courses, she teaches a wide range of electives 
including Bible as Literature, Shakespeare, Eastern Literature, The New Literature, Film and Literature, and American Literature.  She has been a regular presenter at 
NEATE conferences for the past five years.   She has also presented workshops for NCTE and the Boston Writing Project.  Cathy is currently serving as Membership 
Chair for NEATE and President Elect.

SAVE THE DATE
October 24-25, 2008 at the Radisson Hotel, Nashua NH.

Who is Responsible?  Literacy and Education for All

Look for more details soon on www.neate.org.  Interested in presenting?  Look for the proposal form in your conference folder, 
or go on line to download the form.  Email proposals and/or questions to d_woelflein@yahoo.com.

Thank you for your continued support of NEATE.  We hope the conference was beneficial to 
you and that you are leaving with a renewed inspiration as well as some new ideas and tech-
niques for your classroom and school.  Be sure to fill out your evaluation sheet and leave it at 
the registration desk.  You will be entered into a drawing for a chance to win a free lunch at 

next year’s conference. 
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NEATE BOARD MEMBERS AND CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Acting President:  Barbara Wahlberg   Recording Secretary:  Faye Ringel  
Past President:  David Olio      Treasurer:  Richard West
Executive Secretary: Patty Haggerty    Finance Committee Chair:  Debbie Woelflein
Conference Chair:  Lynn Leschke    Membership Chair: Cathy Nicastro 
On-Site Chair:  Ann West      Poetry Chair: Karen Wink and Susan Topping 
Exhibits Chair:  Debbie Woelflein    Publications Chair:  Karen Moynihan 
Registration Chairs:  Patty Sockey    Leaflet Editor:  Jim Brosnan
Hospitality Chair: Paul Magoon     Newsletter Editor: Nora Bicki
Web Site:  David Sockey     Nominations Chair: Elizabeth Moniz

Do you want to be a part of the NEATE Board or know someone who might?  Fill out your nominations 
form today and leave it at the registration desk before you leave.  The forms can be found in your confer-
ence folders.  
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